
Jesse O’Bryant 

  

“The history of the Bellville schools would not be complete without mention of Jesse O’Bryant.  
In the June 24, 1909, issue of the Bellville Times, it was suggested that a monument be erected to 
the memory of Jesse O’Bryant.  And so it should be.  For in the history of the town, not one other 
person has left so generous a legacy for the benefit of the school.   
 Jesse O’Bryant came to Texas from Kentucky, and in his early years in this area was a 
school teacher.  At one time he was teaching in Industry, for according to the Bellville Times, ‘E. 
M. Knolle received his education from a Mr. O’Bryant, a live-in tutor.’  The 1860 census gives 
O’Bryant’s age as 37, and his wife Miscyrene was 40.  Living in their home were four children, all 
students:  W. T. Wilson 18, E. B. Wilson 16, J.P. Wilson 14, and Susan B. Wilson 12.  These 
children, all born in Kentucky, were Mrs. O’Bryant’s children by a previous marriage.  The 1870 
census gave Jesse O’Bryant’s occupation as ‘retired from the dry goods and grocery business.’ 
After Miscyrene O’Bryant’s death, Jess O’Bryant was married to Mrs. Margaret E. Hammett 
August 15, 1883.  Within a few years Margaret too had died, and on August 4, 1891, O’Bryant 
married Mrs. Emma Rock, whose daughter was Eva Crump. 
 Jesse O’Bryant died May 30, 1898.  In a will dated May 18, 1897, and a codicil dated April 
5, 1898, O’Bryant left about half of his $20,000 estate for his widow and three step-children for 
their lifetime benefit only.  O’Bryant had no children of his own.  Upon the termination of each of 
those life interests, the residue of the bequest was to go to the trustees of the public free schools of 
Bellville for the betterment of educational facilities. 
 The first bequest, a lifetime interest in about 200 acres out of a 350-acre tract in the 
Burleigh Plantation on the Brazos River went to O’Bryant’s widow Emma.  On her death it passed 
to her daughter Eva Crump for her lifetime benefit.  Eva was the wife of Judge William Crump.  
Also, lifetime interest in about 150 acres out of this tract of land was left to Maggie Frayard, 
daughter of O’Bryant’s second wife.  This 350-acre tract was valued at $7,000 at the time of 
O’Bryant’s death.  On February 13, 1941, the Bellville Times carried the announcement of Eva 
Crump’s death in New York City, and went on to say that under the terms of Jesse O’Bryant’s will 
a certain tract of land, approximately 200 acres in the Burleigh Community, was to revert to the 
Bellville schools after Mrs. Crump’s death. 
 In a codicil, a lifetime interest in about 320 acres, described as O’Bryant’s ‘old original 
homestead,’ was bequeathed to E. B. Wilson, son of Jesse O’Bryant’s first wife Miscyrene by a 
previous marriage.  In the estate inventory, this property was valued at $3,200.  In both bequests, 
O’Bryant directed that, at the termination of the life estates of those family members mentioned, 
the residue was to go to the schools. 
 Another bequest, this one made directly to the school, was an undivided interest in about 
800 acres in Burleson County, owned jointly with Oliver J. Frayard, and inherited from 
O’Bryant’s deceased second wife Margaret.  This bequest valued at $800 was left to the Bellville 
school trustees, the same ‘to be disposed of at their discretion.’  The provisions of this second 
bequest differ from the first in that O’Bryant specified that only the income from the Austin 
County property was to be used annually, with no authorization to dispose of it, as in the case of 
the Burleson County land.” 
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